Town of Ramseur, NC

Zoning Ordinance

Article XVI

Design Standards

16.1
Purpose and Intent

This section is to establish standards for those items that affect the physical aspect of the Town of Ramseur’s environment. These standards focus on design principles, which can result in creative solutions that will develop a satisfactory visual appearance within the Town, preserve values, and promote public health, safety and welfare. These standards will require a basic level of site and structure design. The standards are not intended to halt creativity or create a community where everything looks the same. Their intent is to serve as a tool for design in the context of developing the Town as a unique place.

16.2
Design Standards for Business and Institutional & Community Districts: 

Consideration will be given to the use rights of abutting and neighboring landowners to live without nuisances such as noise, smoke, fumes, odors, glare of lights and visual pollutions. All new construction and expansion and or additions shall meet the requirements of this ordinance pertaining to design regulations and shall also meet the following specific design criteria, which is meant to facilitate an orderly pattern of architecturally and esthetically integrated development.

(A) Facades fronting Streets and Roads: 75% of the area below the roof of any commercial building front face, including doors and windows, shall be finished with one or more of the following materials subject to building codes.

(1) Brick, brick veneer or polystyrene faced with real brick veneer and field applied jointing.
(2) Decorative CMU (concrete masonry unit) concrete block.
(3) Pre-cast or field poured tilt concrete or other metal panels with architectural detailing.
(4) Stone, stone veneer, lath applied stone and cultured stone.
(5) Flush architectural or other metal panels with architectural detailing, but not including sheet metal panels of “R” or similar corrugated and/or ribbed configuration or appearance.
(6) Stucco and architectural detailing or artificial stucco (BPS expanded polystyrene) with architectural detailing.
(7) Glass
(8) Doors, windows and other fenestration along with their casings.
(9) Wood and wood materials designed and intended for use on exterior finish materials.
(10) Trim and similar architectural detailing composed of any code-approved materials (vinyl or metal trim facis boards and soffits shall be allowed). Paint and similar coating themselves are not considered a finish material for the purpose of this list.

(B) Facades Other than Fronting Streets and Roads: Any code approved materials including vinyl siding and metal façade covering and other synthetic materials shall be allowed for any wall not fronting streets and roads. Where such walls are visible from adjoining residentially zoned property, such walls shall be screened or buffered according to the requirements of this article.

16.3
Design Standards for Residential Structures
All residential structures shall be supported by a permanent masonry foundation. The foundation shall consist of or be completely enclosed by an architectural masonry cladding such as brick, stone, split-face block, stucco or approved alternative. Bare concrete masonry unit (CMU), vinyl siding and lattice are strictly prohibited on exposed portions of residential foundations. All new residential dwellings will have a minimum 5:12 slope on the main roof structure.

16.4
Expansions of Nonconforming Uses 

Expansions of nonconforming uses shall comply in all respects to the development standards of this section. Interior remodeling, repairs or other forms of re-development which do not create additional floor areas, or exterior repairs which do not change required design features, shall be exempt from the provisions of this section. Routine maintenance or repairs of any structure or site feature shall be exempt from the provisions of this section. 
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