Town of Ramseur, NC

Zoning Ordinance

Article III

Definitions

Abandoned: A use shall be deemed to be abandoned when: a) the use is physically and objectively discontinued (other than in association with the settlement of an estate or for any use which is seasonal in nature); or b) the premises are devoted to another use; or c) the characteristic equipment and furnishings of a nonconforming nonresidential use have been physically removed from the premises and have not been replaced by the same or similar equipment within 30 days. All of the above events are considered abandonment, regardless of the intent of the owner, lessee or occupant and regardless of any circumstances beyond the control of such parties that prevent continuation of the use.

Abattoir: A facility used for slaughtering and processing of animals and the refining of their byproducts.
Abutting Properties: Having common property boundaries or lot lines that are not separated by a street, alley, or other vehicular right-of-way such as a railroad.
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Access Easement:  An easement which grants the right to cross property.

Accessory Structure: A detached subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that of the principal building and located on the same lot therewith.

Accessory Use: A structure or use that: 1) is clearly incidental to and customarily found in connection with a principal building or use; 2) is subordinate to and serves a principal building or a principal use; 3) is subordinate in area, extent, or purpose to the principal building or principal use served; 4) contribute to the comfort, convenience, or necessity of occupants, business, or industry in the principal building or principal use served; and 5) is located on the same zone lot as the principal building or use served.

Adjacent Property:  This term shall mean anything that is contiguous or abutting with the assumption that railroads, roads, and other rights-of-way do not exist.
Adult Bookstore: A bookstore 1) which receives a majority of its gross income during any calendar year from the sale of publications (including books, magazines and other periodicals) which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual activities or anatomical areas, or 2) having a preponderance of its publications, books, magazines and other periodicals which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting or relating to sexual activities or anatomical areas.
Adult Care Homes: Adult care homes are residences for aged and disabled adults who may require 24-hour supervision and assistance with personal care needs. People in adult care homes typically need a place to live, some help with personal care (such as dressing, grooming and keeping up with medications), and some limited supervision. Medical care may be provided on occasion, but is not routinely needed. Medication may be given by designated, trained staff. These homes vary in size from family care homes of two to six residents to adult care homes of more than 100 residents. These homes were previously called “domiciliary homes.” 
Adult Establishment: An adult bookstore (as defined above), adult motion picture theater, adult mini motion picture theater, adult live entertainment business, or massage business as defined in

G.S. 14-202.10.
Agriculture: The use of land for production in the open of cash grains, field crops, vegetables, fruits, berries and nuts, trees, flowers; or raising and keeping of general livestock and poultry or the products thereof or the breeding of such livestock and poultry.
Alley: A roadway which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property.

Amendment: Any change by the Town Board to the text of these regulations or the official zoning map.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  Federal law enacted in 1990 to protect individuals with physical or mental disabilities from intentional or unintentional discrimination in housing, employment, education, access to public services, etc.

Animal Hospital: A place where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment by a licensed veterinarian.
Applicant: Any person seeking approval under these regulations for any form of development or use of land.

Approval Authority: The Board of Commissioners or other board or official designated by ordinance or this section as being authorized to grant the specific zoning or land use permit or approval that constitutes a site specific development plan.

Architect: A person licensed to practice architecture in the State of North Carolina.
Art Gallery: A room or structure in which original works of art or limited editions of original art are bought, sold, loaned, appraised or exhibited to the general public.
Assembly: A joining together of completely fabricated parts to create a finished product.

Assisted Living Residence: Any group housing and services program for two or more unrelated adults, by whatever name it is called, that makes available, at a minimum, one meal a day and housekeeping services and provides personal care services directly or through a formal written agreement with one or more licensed home care or hospice agencies. The Department of Human Resources may allow nursing service exceptions on a case-by-case basis. Settings in which services are delivered may include self-contained apartment units or single or shared room units with private or area baths.” North Carolina recognizes three types of assisted living residences: adult care homes, group homes for developmentally disabled adults, and multi-unit assisted housing with services.
Athletic Field: Outdoor sites, often requiring equipment, designed for formal athletic competition in field sports (e.g. softball, soccer, football).

Auto Wrecking: A person or business that provides open storage, disassembling, or salvaging for more than two (2) junked motor vehicles.

Automatic Teller Machine (ATM): A type of banking and financial services with automated or self-service banking features with no staff or personnel provided.

Automobile Repair Shop: A facility which provides for the major repair and maintenance of vehicles and the repair of motors, repair and/or installation of tail pipes and mufflers, brakes, radiators and electrical systems. 

Automobile Repair Services, Major: An establishment primarily engaged in one or more of the following activities: 1) general repair or service, 2) engine repair, 3) installation or repair of transmissions, 4) installation or repair of automotive glass, 5) installation or repair of exhaust systems, 6) repair of tops, bodies and interiors, and 7) automotive painting and refinishing.    

Automobile Sales: A surface area other than a street or a building, used for display, sale or rental of new or used automobiles, trucks, trailers or motorcycles where no repair work is done, except minor reconditioning of said motor vehicles or trailers to be displayed, sold or rented on the premises. Such area shall not include salvaged parts, nor shall it include the storage of either new or used motor vehicles or trailers that are not on display or for sale or rent.
Automobile Wrecking, Junk or Salvage Yard: An automobile wrecking, junk or salvage yard is a lot upon which waste or scrap materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, packed, disassembled, or handled, including but not limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, and bottles. Such yards by definition include an automobile wrecking lot upon which automobile parts are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, packed, disassembled or handled. Said yards do not include such uses conducted entirely within an enclosed building. 
Awning: A structure made of cloth, metal, or other material affixed to a building in such a manner that the structure may be raised or retracted from a building to a flat position against the building, but not a canopy. 

Bakery: A place for preparing, baking and selling baked goods and products prepared on the premises.

Banking and Financial Services: A facility engaged in deposit banking or extending credit in the form of loans. 

Bar: An establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of beer or wine for consumption on the premises. Such establishment must obtain an ABC license for on-premise beer or wine consumption only. The establishment may also be engaged in the retail sale of prepared food for on-premise consumption.

Base Flood Elevation: The elevation to which structures and uses regulated by this Ordinance are required to be elevated or flood proofed.

Base Flood: The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 100 year period.

Basement: A story of a building or structure having one-half or more of its clear height below grade. The lowest level or story which has its floor subgrade on all sides. (This definition applies only with respect to flood damage prevention regulations.)

Bed and Breakfast: A private home offering bed and breakfast accommodations to eight or fewer persons per night for a period of less than a week.
Berm, Erosion Control: A mound of material and/or ditch the purpose of which is to divert the flow of run-off water.

Berm, Landscaping: A mound or bank of earth the purpose of which is to provide a barrier or to provide insulation.

Bicycle Sales & Repair: A facility which provides for the repair and maintenance of bicycles and the repair of bicycles. 

Block: The land lying within an area bounded on all sides by streets.

Board of Adjustment: A quasi-judicial body appointed by the Board of Town Commissioners and composed of residents of Ramseur and its extraterritorial area which is empowered to hear appeals from decisions of the Enforcement officer, provide recommendations regarding special use permits, and grant minor variances from the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. In Ramseur the Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board are comprised of the same individuals, functioning as separate bodies according to the stated function and purpose of the meeting.

Boarding House: A dwelling or part thereof in which the owner or operator provides lodging to more than three (3) boarders.
Bottling Work: A facility for the bottling of products for off-site retail sales.
Buffer: An area of land set aside along the perimeter of a parcel of land in which landscaping is required to provide an aesthetic transition between different land uses and to eliminate or reduce the adverse environmental impact, and incompatible land use impacts.

Buffer Zone: The strip of land adjacent to a lake or natural watercourse, the width of which is measured from the edge of the water to the nearest edge of the disturbed area, with the twenty five (25%) percent of the strip nearer the land disturbing activity containing natural or artificial means of confining visible siltation.

Buffer Zone, Landscaping: A neutral area or strip of land located along property lines that serves to provide a transition between different land uses, eliminating or reducing incompatible land uses.

Buildable or Zoning Lot: One or more lots of record in one undivided ownership with sufficient total area, sufficient area exclusive of easement, flood hazards, well and septic tank fields, total dimensions, and street access to permit construction thereon of a principal building together with its required parking and planting yards.

Building: Any structure having a roof supported by walls or columns constructed or used for residence, business, industry or other public or private purposes.

Building Height: The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the finished grade to the topmost section of the roof.

Building Inspector: An inspector employed by the Randolph County Inspections Department authorized to enforce state building, plumbing, heating and other codes within the Town of Ramseur under Randolph County’s central permitting system.

Building Line: A line perpendicular to the lot depth which establishes the horizontal distance between the structure and the front property line excluding the outermost steps, uncovered porches, gutters, and similar fixtures.
Building Separation: The minimum required horizontal distance between buildings.

Building Yard: A building yard is a planting area parallel to a public street designed to provide continuity of vegetation and a pleasing view along the street. 

Caliper: A standard trunk diameter measurement for nursery grown trees taken six inches above the ground for up to and including four-inch caliper size, and twelve inches above the ground for larger sizes.
Canopy: A permanent roofed structure, including marquees and awnings, either attached to and supported by a building or freestanding.
Car Wash: A facility for the washing of automobiles, small recreational vehicles, and light trucks.

Carport: A roofed structure enclosed on not more than two (2) sides and used for the parking of motor vehicles.

Cemetery: Land and facilities, including offices and chapels, used for the burial of the dead.

Certificate of Compliance: A statement issued by an authorized member of the Randolph County Inspections Department setting forth that the building, structure and/or use comply with the all applicable provisions of this zoning ordinance and North Carolina building codes and that the building or structure be used for the purposes stated on the certificate.

Change of Use: A change in the use of a structure or land for which a zoning permit is required.

Church: A facility of a church, temple, synagogue, or other non-profit religious organization operated for worship and which may include religious training or study.

Club or Lodge, Private: An establishment operated by a corporation or association of persons for social, recreational, fraternal or charitable purposes, but which is not operated for profit or to render a service which is customarily conducted as a business. 

Common Area(s): All areas, including private streets, conveyed to an owners’ association within a development or owned on a proportional undivided basis in a condominium development.

Community Center: A building used for recreational, social, educational, and cultural activities, open to the public and usually owned and operated by a public or nonprofit group or agency.
Completion of Construction or Development: The condition after which no further land disturbing activity is required on a phase of a project except that which is necessary for establishing a permanent ground cover.

Condominium: Portions of real estate which are designated for separate ownership and the remainder of which is designated for common ownership solely by the owners of those portions. Real estate is not a condominium unless the undivided interests in the common elements are vested in the unit owners.

Congregate Care Facility: A facility providing shelter and services for ambulatory individuals at least 55 years of age who by reason of their age, functional impairment, or infirmity may require meals, housekeeping and personal care assistance. Congregate care facilities do not include nursing homes or similar institutions devoted primarily to the care of the chronically ill or the incurable.
Contiguous Area: Any area that abuts directly on a subject property or is separated from the subject property by a street or the right-of-way of a railroad or other utility or public service corporation.

Convenience Store: Any retail establishment offering for sale gasoline, diesel fuel, kerosene, automotive products, prepackaged food products, household items, and/or other goods commonly associated with the same and having a gross floor area of less than 5,000 square feet.

County: Refers to Randolph County, North Carolina.

Curio Shop: See Souvenir Shop.  

Day: Any reference to days shall mean calendar days unless otherwise specified. A duration of days shall include the first and last days an activity is conducted and all days in between, unless otherwise specified by state law.
Day Care: Any child or adult care arrangement for individuals who receive care away from their primary residence by persons other than their parents, children, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, first cousins, nieces, nephews, guardians, or full-time custodians, where care is provided on a regular basis at least once per week for more than four (4) but less than 24 hours per day.
Deciduous: A plant or tree with foliage that is shed annually.

Deed Restriction: A restriction on the use of a lot or parcel of land that is set forth in the deed and recorded with the Randolph County Register of Deeds. Also known as a restrictive covenant.
Detention Pond: A pond which collects storm water runoff, filters the water, and releases it slowly over a period of hours or days. It does not have a permanent pool and is sometimes referred to as a dry pond or wet weather pond.

Developer: A person engaging in development.

Development: Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials.
Development, Density of: The density of development shall be determined using a gross acreage system. The total area of the tract, including areas to be used for new streets, rights-of-way, drives, parking, structures, recreation areas, dedicated areas, and required setbacks shall be used for density calculations.

Discharge Point: The point at which runoff leaves a tract of land.

Disposal (of Hazardous or Toxic Substances): The destruction, discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or placing of any hazardous waste or toxic substance into or on any air, land, or water.

Disposal Facility: A facility or part of a facility at which hazardous waste or toxic substance is intentionally placed into or on any land or water, and at which hazardous waste or toxic substance remain after closure.

Drainageway: Any natural or man-made channel that carries surface runoff from precipitation. 
Drainageway and Open Space Area, Dedicated: The area designated for flood plain and open space purposes on a recorded subdivision plat and thereby dedicated to the public for such purposes.

Drip Line: A vertical line from a tree canopy or shrub branch extending from the outermost edge to the ground.
Dry Cleaning and Laundry Establishments: A building, portion of a building, or premises used for cleaning fabrics, textiles, wearing apparel, or articles of any sort by immersions in volatile solvents including, but not limited to petroleum distillates, and/or chlorinated hydrocarbons and any process incidental thereto.
Duplex Dwelling: A building on one lot arranged and designed to be occupied by two (2) families living independently of each other. See Two-Family Dwelling. 

Dwelling Unit: One or more rooms designed, occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters, with cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities provided therein. Units in dormitories, hotels, motels, and shelters for the homeless or other structures designed for transient residents are not dwelling units.

Easement: A grant of one or more of the property rights by the property owner to, or for use by, the public, a corporation, or other entity.

Elevated Building: A non-basement building built to have the top of the elevated floor above the ground by means of fill, solid foundation with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded flow of floodwaters, perimeter walls, pilings, columns (post and piers), shear walls, or breakaway walls.

Enforcement Officer: Either a building inspector with the Randolph County inspections department or the Town of Ramseur enforcement officer who enforces zoning, subdivision and other development ordinances of the Town.
Engineer: A person licensed to practice engineering in the State of North Carolina.
Evergreen: A plant or tree with foliage that persists year-round.

Facade: The exterior wall of a building extending from grade to the top of the parapet, wall, or eaves that is exposed to public view.
Facis: The general appearance, aspect, or nature of the face of a structure.

Family: 1) an individual; 2) two (2) or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption living together as a single housekeeping unit and sharing the same domestic facilities, and (unless the dwelling contains an accessory dwelling unit) may also include not more than two (2) unrelated persons; or 3) a group of not more than four (4) persons who need not be related by blood, marriage, or adoption living together as a single housekeeping unit and sharing the same domestic facilities. The term “family” shall not be construed to include a fraternity or sorority, club, rooming house, institutional group or the like.
Family Care Home: Family care homes (also called group homes) are facilities that provide health, counseling, or related services to a small number of persons in a family type environment. Both state and federal laws affect zoning regulation of these facilities. G.S. 168-22, added to the statutes in 1981, provides that certain family care homes must be treated as single-family homes by local zoning ordinances. They cannot be prohibited in a district that allows single family residences nor can they be subject to any special review requirements, such as a special or conditional use requirement. 
To qualify for this treatment, the facility must be designed to provide room, board, and care for six or fewer handicapped persons in a family environment. Handicapped persons include those with physical, emotional, or mental disabilities, but not those who have been deemed dangerous to themselves or to others.
Family (Group) Care Home A: Pursuant to NCGS 168-21, a home for six (6) or less individuals with support and supervisory personnel that provides room and board, personal care, and habilitation services in a family environment for resident persons with a temporary or permanent physical, emotional, or mental disability including, but not limited to, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, hearing and sight impairments, emotional disturbances, and orthopedic impairments, but not including mentally ill persons who are dangerous to others as defined in NCGS 122C-3(11b).

Family (Group) Care Home B: Pursuant to NCGS 168-21, a home for seven (7) to twenty (20) individuals with support and supervisory personnel that provides room and board, personal care, and habilitation services in a family environment for resident persons with a temporary or permanent physical, emotional, or mental disability including, but not limited to, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, hearing and sight impairments, emotional disturbances, and orthopedic impairments, but not including mentally ill persons who are dangerous to others as defined in NCGS 122C-3(11b).
Feed and Seed Store: Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of supplies directly related to the day-to-day activities of agricultural production.
Fence: A physical barrier or enclosure consisting of wood, stone, brick, block, wire, metal or similar material used as a boundary or means of protection or confinement, but not including a hedge or other vegetation.

Fenestration: The arrangement and proportioning of windows and doors, etc. and the architectural decorating and composition of their openings and ornaments.

Flood and Flooding: A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland waters or the unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM): An official map of the community, issued by the Federal Insurance Administration, where the boundaries of the area’s special flood hazard have been designated as “Zone A, AE, AO, or A1-99”.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM): An official map of the community, on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

Flood Insurance Study: The official report provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The report contains flood profiles, as well as the Flood Boundary/Floodway Map and the water surface elevation of the base flood.
Flood Fringe:  An area lying outside the floodway, but within the flood plain.
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Flood Plain: The relatively flat area or low land adjacent to the channel of a river, stream, or watercourse, lake or other body of standing water, which has been or may be covered by flood water.
[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]Multi-Family Dwelling




Flood Plain, One-Hundred Year: The channel and area abutting a watercourse which would be covered with water during a 100 year flood as designated by reports and data provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Flood Plain, Five-Hundred Year: The channel and area abutting a watercourse which would be covered with water during a 500 year flood as designated by reports and data provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Floodway: The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot.

Floor Area, Gross: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a building measured from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall separating two buildings, but not including interior parking spaces, loading space for motor vehicles or any space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six (6) feet.

Floor: The top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement), i.e., top of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction. The term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles.

Foundry: An establishment that melts metal and produces castings.
Golf Course: An area designed for golf, including a Par 3 golf course, having at least nine (9) holes, each with a tee, fairway, and green, and may have one (1) or more hazards. A clubhouse, pool and other facilities associated with a country club built around a golf course are considered part of the golf course.
Golf Driving Range:  An open-air golf practice facility.
Grade: A reference plane representing the average of finished ground level adjacent to any structure.

Grading: Any operation or occurrence by which the existing site elevations are changed, or where any ground cover, natural or man-made, is removed, or any buildings or other structures are removed, or any water course or body of water, either natural or man-made, is relocated on any site, thereby creating an unprotected area. The term “grading” is interchangeable with “land disturbing activity.”

Greenway: Public open space owned and maintained by the local government, which has been designated on an officially adopted greenway plan.
Grocery Store: A retail establishment engaged in the business of selling groceries, meat, fruit, and vegetables. 

Ground Cover: Dense low growing plants other than turf-grass normally reaching an average height of not more than twenty-four (24) inches at maturity.
Ground Level:  For floodway purposes, the existing average elevation of the land.
Group Care Facility:  A group care facility is a transitional housing facility for not more than 20 people licensed by the State of North Carolina, which provides room and board, personal care and rehabilitation services while persons receive therapy and/or counseling for one or more of the following purposes:

(A) To assist them to recuperate from the effects of or refrain from the use of drugs or  alcohol;

(B) To provide emergency and temporary shelter for persons in distress such as runaway    children and battered individuals; and 

(C) To provide shelter and support for older adults and persons who are handicapped. 

A Group Care Facility shall not serve primarily as an alternative to incarceration. Such facilities may have accessory uses conducted on the premises, including, but not limited to, schooling of residents, training programs in occupational fields, and production of goods and crafts to be sold off-premises. 

Group Home: See Family Care Home   
Group Development: A development in which, in lieu of division of a tract of land into separate lots of record for separate principal buildings, a tract of land is divided into two (2) or more principal building sites for the purpose of building development for residential, office or manufacturing or industrial uses. In Ramseur, a shopping center is not considered a group development for purposes of granting special use permits. The requirements for special use permits for group developments and shopping centers are different.

Group Homes for Developmentally Disabled Adults: Group home for developmentally disabled adults means an adult care home which has two to nine developmentally disabled adult residents. Group homes for developmentally disabled adults are divided into the following types:


(A)  Homes operated by private non-profit boards,


(B)  Governmentally-operated homes,


(C)  Private for profit homes,

(D)  Private for Profit or Private Non-profit Group Homes. 

Both private non-profit and private for profit group homes for developmentally disabled adults 
must apply through and be approved by the county departments of social services and licensed by 
the Division of Health Service Regulation. The division of social services and the county 
departments do not have responsibility for approving governmentally-operated (public) group 
homes; however, this type of group home must be licensed by the Division of Health Service 
Regulation.

Habilitation Facility: Any facility in which handicapped persons receive habilitation services, rehabilitation services or engage in recreational activities, regardless of whether these services and activities are therapeutic or educational in nature. These facilities are licensed by the State of North Carolina and do not provide room and board. This definition does not include the principal uses Schools, Elementary or Schools, Secondary. These facilities are intended to serve handicapped persons as defined by State law, in accordance with rights provided by applicable laws. 

Hazardous or Toxic Substance: Any solid waste as defined in NCGS 130A-290(8), or any substance regulated under the Federal Toxic Substance Control Act of 1976, (PL 94-476), as amended from time to time, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical chemical or infectious characteristic(s) may: 1) cause or significantly contribute to an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating illness, or; 2) pose a substantial present or potential threat to the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

Hazardous Waste Generator: Any person whose act or process produces hazardous waste or toxic substance identified or listed in Part 261 of the North Carolina Hazardous Waste Management Rules or whose act first causes a hazardous waste or toxic substance to become subject to regulation provided that “generator” does not include a facility which accepts hazardous waste or toxic substances for the purpose of treatment, storage, or disposal, and in that process creates a different hazardous waste or toxic substance.

Hazardous Waste Long-Term Storage Facility: Any facility or any portion of a facility constructed for storage of the residuals of the treatment of hazardous waste, on or in land.

Hazardous Waste Management: The systematic control of the collection, source separation, storage, transportation, processing, treatment, recovery and disposal of hazardous wastes. 

Hazardous Waste Treatment Facility: A facility which is established and operated for the recovery, recycling, treatment, storage during collection and prior to treatment, short-term storage after treatment, collection, processing, volume reduction, source separation, or transportation used exclusively in connection with the facility, of hazardous waste; and which facility includes several of the following equipment and processes: Incinerators, rotary kilns, drum handling, washing and crushing facilities, raw waste tank storage, reduction, neutralization, detoxification, wastewater treatment facilities including settling systems, aerobic digester, anaerobic digester, clarifiers, neutralization facilities, solidifying facilities, evaporators, reactions to facilitate “reuse” or recycling, analytical capabilities, and other similar appropriate technologies, activities and processes as may now exist or be developed in the future.

Hedge: A landscape barrier consisting of a continuous, dense planting of shrubs, not necessarily of the same species.

Historical Structure: Any structure that is: 1) listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the US Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 2) certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 3) individually listed on a state inventory of historic places; 4) individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified (a) by an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of Interior or (b) directly by the Secretary of Interior in states without approved programs.
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Home Occupation: Any use conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried on by the occupants of the dwelling, which use is incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes and doesn’t change its character.

Impervious Surface Coverage: That portion of a lot covered by buildings, structures, paving or other impervious surface materials.
Independent Living Facilities: Absence of health services, covers a broad range of settings in which persons, as a matter of preference and lifestyle, move into adult communities that impose age restrictions, offer social activities, and, often, increased security. 

Infill Development: The construction of a building on a vacant parcel located in a predominantly built up area.
Junked Motor Vehicle: A motor vehicle that does not display a current license plate and is one or more of the following: l) partially dismantled or wrecked; 2) cannot be self-propelled or moved in the manner in which originally intended.

Junk/Salvage Yard: The use of more than one acre (43,560 sq. ft.) for the storage, keeping, or accumulation of material, including scrap metals, waste paper, rags, or other scrap materials, or used building materials, for the dismantling, demolition or abandonment of automobiles or other vehicles or machinery or parts thereof.

Kennel: A use or structure intended and used for the breeding or accommodation of small domestic animals for sale and/or for the training or overnight boarding of animals for persons other than the owner of the lot. This definition shall not include a veterinary clinic in which the overnight boarding of animals is necessary for or accessory to the testing and medical treatment of the physical disorders of animals.
Lake or Natural Watercourse: Any stream, river, brook, swamp, sound, bay, creek, run, branch, canal, waterway, estuary, and any reservoir, lake or pond, natural or impounded, in which sediment may be moved or carried in suspension, and which could be damaged by accumulation of sediment.

Landowner: Any owner of a legal or equitable interest in real property, including heirs, devises, successors, assigns, and personal representatives of such owner.

Land-Disturbing Activity: See “grading.”
Landfill, Demolition and Construction Debris: A disposal site for stumps, limbs, leaves, concrete, brick, wood and uncontaminated earth. Disposal of any other types of wastes must be approved by the State Division of Health Services.

Landfill, Sanitary/Solid Waste: A site for solid waste disposal from residential, industrial or commercial activities.

Landscape Architect: A person licensed to practice landscape architecture in the State of North Carolina.
Landscape Material: Plants such as grass, ground cover, shrubs, vines, hedges, trees and nonliving material such as rock, pebbles, sand, mulch, stepping stones, etc.

Landscape Plan: A plan indicating all landscape areas, storm-water retention or detention areas, which qualify to be excluded from maximum permitted lawn area, existing vegetation to be retained, proposed plant material, landscape legend, landscape features, planting specifications and details and all other relevant information in compliance with this article.

Lawn Area: An area planted with lawn grasses.
Library, Public: A publicly operated facility housing a collection of books, magazines, audio and video tapes, or other material for use by the general public.
Lot: A designated parcel, tract, or area of land established by plat, subdivision, or as otherwise permitted by law to be separately owned, used, developed, or built upon.

Lot, Corner: A lot abutting two or more streets at their intersection.

Lot Coverage: The portion of a lot covered by buildings(s) and/or structure(s).

Lot Depth: The distance measured along the perpendicular bisector of the smallest possible rectangle enclosing the lot.

Lot, Flag: A lot, created by a subdivision, with less street frontage than is required by Article V and composed of a narrow “flagpole” strip extending from the street and a much wider “flag” section lying immediately behind a lot or lots having the required street frontage for a conventional lot. In the case of a flag lot, the lot line at the end of the flag pole lying generally parallel to the street to which the flagpole connects shall be considered to be the front lot line for setback purposes.

Lot of Record: A lot, plot, parcel or tract recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds in conformance with the ordinance(s) in effect at the time of recordation.

Lot, Reverse Frontage: A through lot which is not accessible from one of the parallel or nonintersecting streets upon which it fronts.

Lot, Through: A lot abutting two (2) streets that do not intersect at the corner of the lot.
Lot Line: A line or series of connected line segments bounding a lot.

Lot Line, Front: Any boundary line of a lot running along a street right-of-way line.
Lot Line, Side: A lot line other than a front or rear lot line.

Lot Line, Rear: The property line(s) which is (are) opposite the front property line. If no property line is deemed to be opposite the front property line and no minimum building line exists on the final plat to establish a rear lot line, then there shall be no rear lot line; however, the rear yard setback shall be maintained from the point (apex) on the property’s perimeter which is the furthest removed from the midpoint of the front line. The rear yard minimum building line shall be a line perpendicular to a straight line connecting said apex and the midpoint on the front lot line.
Lot Width: The mean width measured at right angles to its depth at the building line.

Manufactured Dwelling: A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which, in the traveling mode, is eight (8) body feet or more in width or 40 body feet or more in length, when erected on site, is 320 or more square feet in floor area, and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein; or a structure that otherwise comes within the definition of a “manufactured home” under the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, as amended (42 U.S.C. 5401-5445).
(A) Class “A” Manufactured Homes:

(1) Class A manufactured home is a doublewide or multi-sectioned manufactured housing unit which meets the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development manufactured home construction standards and satisfies the following criteria:
(a) Is occupied only as a single-family dwelling;
(b) Has a length not exceeding four (4) times its width, with length measured along the longest axis and width measured perpendicular to the longest axis at the narrowest part;
(c) Has a minimum of 700 square feet of enclosed and heated living area;
(d) Has the towing apparatus, wheels, axles, and transporting lights removed and not included in length and width measurements;
(e) Is set up in accordance with the standards established by the North Carolina Department of Insurance. In addition, a continuous, permanent brick or stone foundation or masonry curtain wall constructed in accordance with the standards of the North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings, unpierced except for required ventilation and access, shall be installed under the perimeter;
(f) Has exterior siding, comparable in composition, appearance and durability to the exterior siding commonly used in standard residential construction, consisting of one or more of the following: l) vinyl or aluminum lap siding (whose reflectivity does not exceed that of flat white paint); 2) cedar or other wood siding; 3) wood grain, weather resistant press board siding; 4) stucco siding; or 5) brick or stone siding;
(g) Has a roof pitch minimum with a vertical rise of four (4) feet for each 12 feet of horizontal run;
(h) All roof structures shall provide an eave projection no less than six (6) inches, which may include a gutter; and
(i) Stairs, porches, entrance platforms, ramps and other means of entrance and exit installed or constructed in accordance with the standards set by the North Carolina State Building Code, attached firmly to the primary structure and anchored securely to the ground. Wood stairs shall only be used in conjunction with a porch or entrance platform with a minimum area of 24 square feet. The use of wood stairs only is prohibited at any entrance.

(B) Class “B” Manufactured Homes:
(1) Class B manufactured home is a singlewide manufactured housing unit which meets the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development manufactured home construction standards that meet or exceed criteria (e) and (g) for Class A manufactured dwellings above.
(C) Class “C” Manufactured Homes: 
Any manufactured home that does not meet the definitional criteria of a Class A or Class B manufactured dwellings above.
Manufactured Dwelling Park: A group development site with required improvements and utilities for the long-term location of three or more manufactured dwellings for rental purposes, which development may include services and facilities for the residents.

Manufactured Dwelling Space: A designated area of land within a manufactured dwelling park designed for the accommodation of a single manufactured dwelling in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance.
Massage Therapy: Any massage or body work therapy as defined by the North Carolina Massage and Bodywork Therapy Practice Act, N.C.G.S. Chapter 90 Article 36, provided by a person licensed as provided therein to perform such therapy.
Meat or Poultry Processing Plant: An establishment primarily engaged in the slaughtering of cattle, chicken, hogs, sheep, lambs, and calves for meat to be sold or to be used on the same premises in canning, cooking, curing, and freezing. 

Medical or Dental Office: An establishment primarily engaged in furnishing medical and dental services to individuals and licensed for such practice by the state. 

Modular Dwelling: A dwelling unit that is composed of components substantially assembled in an off-site manufacturing plant, transported to the building site for final assembly on a permanent foundation, and is constructed in compliance with the North Carolina State Building Code. Minimum design standards for modular dwellings specified in N.C.G.S. 143-139.1 require:

a) Roof pitch. – For homes with a single predominant roofline, the pitch of the roof shall be no less than five feet rise for every 12 feet of run.

b) Eave projection. – The eave projections of the roof shall be no less than 10 inches, which may not include a gutter around the perimeter of the home, unless the roof pitch is 8/12 or greater.

c) Exterior wall. – The minimum height of the exterior wall shall be at least seven feet six inches for the first story.

d) Siding and roofing materials. – The materials and texture for the exterior materials shall be compatible in composition, appearance, and durability to the exterior materials commonly used in standard residential construction.
e) Foundations. – The home shall be designed to require foundation supports around the perimeter. The supports may be in the form of piers, pier and curtain wall, piling foundations, a perimeter wall, or other approved perimeter supports. (1971, c. 1099; 1989, c. 653, s. 2; 2003‑400, s. 17.)
Motor Vehicle: Any vehicle that is self-propelled and every vehicle designated to run upon the highways that is pulled by a self-propelled vehicle. For purposes of this definition, the term motor vehicle shall not include vehicles or implements used in farming or construction but shall include all forms of motorized watercraft.
Mulch: Non-living organic materials customarily used in landscape design to prevent erosion and weed infestation, and to retain moisture for use in planting areas.
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Multi-Family Dwelling: A building or portion thereof used or designed as a residence for two (2) or more families living independently of each other with separate housekeeping and cooking facilities for each, and includes apartment, townhouses and condominiums. 

Multi-Unit Assisted Housing with Services: An assisted living residence in which hands-on personal care services and nursing services which are arranged by housing management are provided by a licensed home care or hospice agency, through an individualized written care plan. The housing management has a financial interest or financial affiliation or formal written agreement which makes personal care services accessible and available through at least one licensed home care or hospice agency. The resident has a choice of any provider, and the housing management may not combine charges for housing and personal care services. All residents, or their compensatory agents, must be capable, through informed consent, of entering into a contract and must not be in need of 24-hour supervision. Assistance with self-administration of medications may be provided by appropriately trained staff when delegated by a licensed nurse according to the home care agency’s established plan of care. Multiunit assisted housing with services programs are required to register with the Division of Health Service Regulation.  

Museum: An institution that is established for the purpose of acquiring, conserving, studying, interpreting, assembling and exhibiting to the public for its instruction or enjoyment, a collection of artifacts of historical interest.
New Construction: Structures for which the “start of construction” commenced on or after the effective date of this Ordinance, including any subsequent improvements to such structures.

Nonconforming: A lot, structure, sign, or use of land which is now prohibited under the terms of this Ordinance but was lawful at the date of this Ordinance’s enactment or any amendment or revision thereto.

Nonconforming Lot(s): A Lot of Record that does not conform to the dimensional requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. The nonconformity may result from adoption of this ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

Nonconforming Structure(s): A structure that does not conform to the requirements of this ordinance. The nonconformity may result from adoption of this ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

Nonconforming Use: A use which was a permitted use on a parcel of land or within a structure but which is not now a permitted use. The nonconformity may result from the adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment.

North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR): A state agency having jurisdiction over environmental permits and activities, as well as permits for drinking water, stormwater and wastewater systems.

Nursing Home:  Nursing homes are facilities that provide nursing or convalescent care for three or more persons unrelated to the licensee, that are for chronic or convalescent patients who are acutely ill and do not require special facilities such as an operating room, X-ray facilities, laboratory facilities, and obstetrical facilities. Nursing homes provides care for persons who have remedial ailments, for which medical and nursing care are indicated; who, however, are not sick enough to require general hospital care. Nursing care is their primary need, but they will require continuing medical supervision. (N.C.G.S. 131E-101) Adult care homes may be operated as part of a nursing home. (N.C.G.S. 131E-128.1)                       

Office: A use or structure in which business or professional services are conducted or rendered.
Outdoor Outfitting Shop: A store which offers clothing and equipment, excluding motorized vehicles, for outdoor activities.
Outparcels: Properties or portions of properties left undeveloped at the time of initial development.
Owner: A holder of any legal or equitable estate in the premises, whether alone or jointly with others, and whether in possession or not.

Parcel: A piece or area of land formally described and recorded with block and lot numbers, by metes and bounds, by ownership, or in such a manner as to specifically identify the dimensions and/or boundaries.
Pedestrian Way: A right-of-way or easement dedicated to public use to facilitate pedestrian access to adjacent streets and properties.

Person: Any individual, partnership, firm, association, joint venture, public or private corporation, trust, estate, commission, board, or public or private institution, utility, cooperative, interstate body or other legal entity.

Planned Unit Development: An area of land under unified ownership or control to be developed and improved as a single entity under a Unified Development Plan in accordance with and subject to the requirements of this Ordinance.

Planning Board: The Town planning board appointed by the Board of Town Commissioners to carry out the duties set forth in N.C.G.S.160A-361. In Ramseur the Planning Board and the Board of Adjustment are comprised of the same individuals, who function as separate bodies according to the stated function and purpose for which a meeting is called.

Plat: A surveyed map or plan of a parcel of land which is to be, or has been subdivided.

Principal Building: A building in which is conducted the principal use of the zoning lot on which it is located or, in a group development, of the building site on which it is located. Any dwelling is considered a principal building unless it is an accessory dwelling.

Principal Dwelling: Any principal building or structure, or portion thereof which is used and designed for human habitation including living, sleeping, cooking and eating activities excluding dormitories, hotels, motels, shelters for the homeless or other structures designed for transient residents.

Principal Structure: A structure(s) in which is conducted the principal use(s) of the lot on which it is located.

Property: All real property subject to the zoning regulations, restrictions and zoning boundaries of the Town of Ramseur zoning ordinance.
Public: Under the control or responsibility of the Town Board of Commissioners on behalf of the general population, rather than individual or private control.
Public Sewer: A system which provides for the collection and treatment of sanitary sewage for more than one property and is owned and operated by a government organization or sanitary district.

Public Water: A system which provides distribution of potable water to more than one property and is owned and operated by a government organization or sanitary district.
Quarry: An operation for the dredging, digging, extraction, mining, or quarrying of stone, sand, gravel, or minerals for commercial purposes.
Recreational Vehicle: A vehicle built on a single chassis, designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty vehicle, and designed primarily for use not as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use.

Recreational Vehicle Park: Any site or tract of land, of contiguous ownership, upon which 15 or more recreational vehicles or tent spaces are provided for occupancy according to the requirements set forth in this ordinance.

Recreational Vehicle Space: A plot of land within a recreational vehicle park designed for the accommodation of one recreational vehicle in accordance with the requirements set forth in this ordinance.

Recycling Collection Point: An incidental use that serves as a neighborhood drop-off for temporary storage of recoverable resources.

Reservation: An obligation shown on a plat or site plan to keep property free from development and available for public acquisition for a stated period of time. It is not a dedication or conveyance.

Restaurant (With Drive-Through Service): An establishment which delivers prepared food and/or beverages to customers in motor vehicles, regardless of whether or not it also serves prepared food and/or beverages to customers who are not in motor vehicles, for consumption either on or off the premises.

Restaurant (Without Drive-Through Service): An establishment that serves prepared food and beverages primarily to customers seated at tables or counters located within the building or designated outdoor seating areas. This includes cafes, tea rooms, and outdoor cafes.
Restrictive Covenant: See Deed Restriction
Roof Line: The top edge of the roof or the top of the parapet, whichever forms the top line of the building silhouette.

Roof Pitch or Slope: The slope or angle of the sides of a roof expressed by the ratio of its height to its span (rise over run).

Rooming House: A dwelling or part thereof, in which individual rooms are rented to more than three (3) persons.

Salvage Yard, Scrap Processing: Any land or area used, in whole or part, for the storage, keeping, accumulation of scrap or waste materials, including scrap metals, waste paper, rags, building materials, machinery, or other scrap materials.

Seating Capacity: The actual seating capacity of an area based upon the number of seats or one seat per 18 inches of bench or pew length. For other areas where seats are not fixed, the seating capacity shall be determined as indicated by the NC Building Code.

Sediment: Solid particulate matter, both mineral and organic, that has been or is being transported by water, air, gravity, or ice from its site of origin.

Sedimentation: The process by which sediment resulting from accelerated erosion has been or is being transported off the site of the land-disturbing activity or into a lake or natural watercourse.

Service Station, Major Repair: A service station that, in addition to pumping gas, is engaged in one or more of the following activities: 1) general repair or service, 2) engine repair, 3) installation or repair of transmissions, 4) installation or repair of automotive glass, 5) installation or repair or exhaust systems, 6) repair of tops, bodies and interiors, and 7) automotive painting and refinishing.

Service Station, Minor Repair: A service station that, in addition to pumping gas, is engaged in one or more of the following activities: 1) diagnostic service and tune-ups, 2) installation or repair of air-conditioners, brakes, carburetors, electrical systems, fuel systems, generators and starters, and radiators, 3) lubricating service, and 4) front end and wheel alignment.

Setback: The minimum required horizontal distance between a structure or activity and the property line, street right-of-way line, or street centerline.

Setback, Interior: A setback from any property line not alongside a street.

Setback, Rear: A setback from an interior property line lying on opposite side of the lot from the front street setback.

Setback, Side: Any interior property line setback other than a rear setback.

Setback, Street: Any setback from a street, road or lane.

Setback, Zero Side: An alternate form of dimensional requirements that allows a dwelling unit to have one side setback of zero (0) from a side property line. This definition does not include townhouses.

Shelter, Emergency: A facility providing, without charge, temporary sleeping accommodations, with or without meals, for individuals and/or families displaced from their residences as a result of sudden natural or man-made catastrophes including, but not limited to, earthquake, fire, flood, tornado, hurricane, or the release of hazardous or toxic substance(s) into the environment. Such a natural or man-made catastrophe must be designated by the responsible local, State, or federal official or an emergency agency such as the American Red Cross or the Emergency Management Assistance Agency.

Shelter for the Homeless: A facility operating year-round which provides lodging and supportive services including, but not limited to, a community kitchen; assistance in obtaining permanent housing, medical counseling, treatment, and/or supervision; psychological counseling, treatment, and/or supervision; assistance in recuperating from the effects of or refraining from the use of drugs and/or alcohol; nutritional counseling; employment counseling; job training and placement; and child care for indigent individuals and/or families with no regular home or residential address; and which complies with the following requirements: 1) the facility shall be contained within the building of and operated by a government agency or nonprofit organization; 2) a minimum floor space of 50 square feet shall be provided for each individual sheltered; and 3) the facility operator(s) shall provide continuous on-site supervision by an employee(s) and/or volunteers(s) during the hours of operation.

Shelter Temporary: A facility which provides temporary lodging during times of life-threatening weather conditions for indigent individuals and/or families with no regular home or residential address; and which complies with the following requirements 1) the facility shall be contained within the building of and operated by a government agency or nonprofit organization; 2) a minimum floor space of 50 square feet shall be provided for each individual sheltered; and 3) the facility operator(s) shall provide continuous on-site supervision by an employee(s) and/or volunteer(s) during the hours or operation.

Shrub: A self-supporting woody perennial plant normally growing to a height of 24 inches or greater, characterized by multiple stems and branches continuous from the base.

Sign: A sign is any words, lettering, parts of letters, pictures, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems, devices, design, trade names, or trade marks by which anything is made known, such as the designation of an individual, a firm, an association, a profession, a business, a commodity, or product, which are visible from any public way and used to attract attention.
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Sign, Electronic Reader Board: A sign or portion thereof which can be electronically changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. A sign on which the only copy that changes is an electronic or mechanical indication of time and/or temperature shall not be a commercial message or an electronic reader board sign for purposes of this sign code.
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Sign, Free-Standing, Monument: A permanent, freestanding sign mounted on a base or other supports.
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Sign, Free-Standing, Pole: A permanent, freestanding sign that is mounted on a pole(s) or other support(s) that is placed on and anchored in the ground or on a base and that is independent from any building or other structure
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Sign, Incidental: A sign intended for informational purposes as opposed to commercial or advertising purposes. Typically smaller in size, examples of incidental signs include parking signs, restroom signs and entrance and exit signs.

Sign, Knockout: A sign where the light source is placed in a channel behind the letters with light forming a “halo” or silhouette of the letters.

Sign, Marquee: A sign affixed to the top of any hood or canopy over the entrance to a store, building or place of public assembly.

Sign, Outdoor Advertising: An off-premises outdoor structure or display, either freestanding or attached to a wall which advertises or attracts attention to a business, commodity service or other activity conducted, sold or offered elsewhere than on the premises on which the structure or display is located.
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Sign, Projecting: A sign attached to and supported by a building and extending beyond the building to which it is attached at an angle of 30 degrees or more.
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Sign, Suspended: A sign, which is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface, such as a canopy or marquee, and is supported by such surface.
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Sign, Wall: A sign attached to or painted on a wall of a building, with the exposed display surface of the sign in a plane parallel to the plane of the wall to which it is attached or painted, and including signs affixed to or otherwise displayed on or through a facade window.


Single-Family Detached Dwelling: A separate, detached building designed for and occupied exclusively by one (1) family.

Site: All contiguous land and bodies of water in one ownership, or contiguous property in diverse ownership graded or proposed for grading or development as a unit.

Site Specific Development Plan: A plan of land development submitted to the appropriate approval authority for the purpose of obtaining one of the following zoning or land use permits or approvals pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-385.1:
1) a Special Use Permit
2) a conditional zoning sketch or site plan
3) a Planned Development
4) a preliminary plat for a major subdivision
5) a preliminary plat for a minor subdivision

Solid Waste: Garbage, refuse and other discarded solid materials.

Souvenir Shop: Establishments engaged in the retail sale of gifts or souvenirs.
Special Use Permit: A special use permit may be granted by the Board of Commissioners for a specified land use which is permitted in a given zoning district under ordinance provisions which authorize the use when the Board makes specified findings. Special use features introduce flexibility into the zoning ordinance so that uses that might otherwise be unsuitable in a district can be made satisfactory to the neighbors.

Start of Construction: Includes substantial improvement and means the date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means the first placement of permanent construction of a structure (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footing, installation of piles, construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations, or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. (This definition applies only with respect to flood hazard regulations.)

Storm Water Runoff: The direct runoff of water resulting from precipitation in any form.

Stream: A water course that collects surface runoff.
Street: A right-of-way for vehicular travel.

Street, Arterial: A federal and/or state highway designed primarily for the movement of large volumes of vehicular traffic from one area or region to another; a thoroughfare.

Street, Collector: A public way designed primarily to connect minor streets with arterial streets and/or to provide direct connection between two (2) or more arterial streets and which may be designed to carry significant volumes of vehicular traffic having neither origin nor destination on the street.
Street, Private: An interior circulation road designed and constructed to carry vehicular traffic from public streets within or adjoining a site to parking and service areas; it is not maintained nor intended to be maintained by the public.
Street, Public: A right-of-way or fee simple tract of land that has been set aside for public travel, dedicated to the public by the recording of a subdivision plat, built to public street standards, and eligible for maintenance by either the Town of Ramseur or the NCDOT. Alleys are specifically excluded.

Structure: A walled and roofed building, a manufactured home including a gas or liquid storage tank, or other man-made facilities or infrastructures that are principally above ground. (This definition applies only with respect to flood hazard regulations.) Anything constructed, erected, or placed.

Subdivider: Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that subdivides or develops any land deemed to be a subdivision as herein defined.
Subdivision: All divisions of a tract or parcel of land into two (2) or more lots, building sites, or other divisions when any one (1) or more of those divisions are created for the purpose of sale or building development (whether immediate or future) and includes all divisions of land involving the dedication of a new street or a change in existing streets; provided, however, that the following shall not be included within this definition: 

(A) 
The combination or recombination of portions of previously subdivided and recorded lots where the total number of lots is not increased and the resultant lots are equal to or exceed the standards of the Town of Ramseur Subdivision Regulations.

(B) 
The division of land into parcels greater than ten (10) acres where no street right-of-way dedication is involved.

(C) 
The public acquisition by purchase of strips of land for the widening or opening of streets or the location of public utility rights-of-way.

(D) 
The division of a tract in single ownership whose entire area is no greater than two (2) acres into not more than three (3) lots, where no street right-of-way dedication is involved and where the resultant lots are equal to or exceed the standards of the Town of Ramseur Subdivision Regulations.

(E) 
The division of land into plots or lots for use as a cemetery.

(F) 
Subdivisions resulting from proceedings to partition interests in lots or parcels pursuant to Chapter 46 of the North Carolina General Statutes (or any successor statute) resulting in the division of a lot or parcel into two (2) or more lots or parcels except where the partition proceeding is brought to circumvent the provisions of this ordinance or the Town of Ramseur Subdivision Regulations.
Swimming Pool, Nonpermanent: A swimming pool that is so constructed that it may be readily disassembled for storage and reassembled to its original integrity.

Swimming Pool: A water-filled enclosure, permanently constructed or portable, having a depth of more than 18 inches below the level the surrounding land, or an above-surface pool, having a depth of more than 30 inches designed, used and maintained for swimming and bathing.

Temporary Building: Any building of an impermanent nature or which is designed for use for a limited time, including any tent or canopy.

Temporary Structure: Any structure of an impermanent nature or which is designed for use for a limited time, including any tent or canopy.

Tenant Dwelling: A dwelling located on a bona fide farm and which is occupied by a farm worker employed for agricultural purposes by the owner or as operator of the farm.

Tenant: Any person who alone or jointly or severally with others occupies a building under a lease or holds a legal tenancy.

Theater, Adult: An enclosed building or premises used for presenting motion pictures, a preponderance of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual activities or anatomical areas.

Thoroughfare Plan: A plan adopted by the governing body for the development of existing and proposed major streets that will adequately serve the future travel needs of an area in an efficient and cost effective manner.


Townhouse Dwelling: Single family residences attached to one another in which each unit is located on an individually owned parcel, generally within a development containing drives, walks and open areas owned in common. 
Townhouse Lot: A parcel of land intended as a unit for transfer of ownership and lying underneath, or underneath and around, a townhouse, patio home, or unit in nonresidential group development.

Tract: An area, parcel, site, piece of land, or property that is the subject of a development application.

Truck Garden: A farm raising produce that is meant to be sold locally.
Two-Family Dwelling: A building on one lot arranged and designed to be occupied by two (2) families living independently of each other. See Duplex Dwelling.

Undeveloped Site: A premises that does not contain a structure or building for which a building permit is required.

Use: The purpose or activity for which land or structures are designed, arranged or intended, or for which land or structures are occupied, or maintained.

Use, Accessory(s): A structure or use that: 1) is clearly incidental to and customarily found in connection with a principal building or use; 2) is subordinate to and serves a principal building or a principal use; 3) is subordinate in area, extent, or purpose to the principal building use served; 4) contributes to the comfort, convenience, or necessity of occupants, business, or industry in the principal building or principal use served; and 5) is located on the same zone lot as the principal building or use served.

Use, Dissimilar: Proximate or directly associated land uses, which are contradictory, such as higher intensity, residential, commercial or industrial uses, located adjacent to lower intensity uses.

Use, Mixed: Occupancy of building or land by more than one use.

Use(s), Principal: The primary function that a lot or structure serves or is proposed to serve.

Use, Temporary:  A use established for a limited duration with the intent to discontinue such use upon the expiration of the time period.
Utility Easement: An easement which grants to the Board of Town Commissioners or other utility providers the right to install and thereafter maintain any and all utilities including, but not limited to, water lines, sewer lines, septic tank drain fields, storm sewer lines, electrical power lines, telephone lines, natural gas lines and community antenna television systems.

Utilities:  Facilities of any agency which, under public franchise or ownership, provide the general public with electricity, gas, oil, water, sewage, electronic sign, or rail transportation. The term “utility” shall not be construed to include the following: corporate or general offices; storage or service buildings or yards; gas or oil processing, manufacturing or storage facilities; transmission towers; or postal facilities.
Variance: Official permission from the Board of Adjustment to depart from the requirements of this ordinance.

Vehicular Use Area (VUA): A hard surface area designed or used for off street parking and or an area used for loading, circulation, access, storage, including fire trucks, garbage trucks or display of motor vehicles.

Vested Right (Zoning): A right established pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance to undertake
 and complete the development and use of property.

Veterinary Services: See Animal Hospital
Warehousing: Establishments primarily engaged in the warehousing and storage of general merchandise, refrigerated goods, and farm products. 

Warehousing, Self Storage: Establishments primarily engaged in the rental or leasing of mini-warehouses and self-storage units. 

Waste: Surplus materials resulting from on-site construction and disposed of at other locations.

Watershed Critical Area: That portion of a watershed within one-half mile of the normal pool elevation of a water supply reservoir.

Watershed, Water Supply: All other parts of a watershed in Randolph County draining directly into a water supply reservoir. A watershed is defined as an area in which all water drains to a particular body of water.

Yard: Any open space on the same lot with a building, and unoccupied from the ground upward except by trees, shrubbery, or fences.

Yard, Front: A yard across the full width of the lot, extending from the front line of the building to the front lot line.

Yard, Rear: A yard located behind the rear line of the main building, if extended, to the perimeter of the lot.

Yard, Side: A yard between the building and side lot line, extending from the front building line to the rear building line.
Zoning Districts: An area defined by this Ordinance and delineated on the Official Zoning Maps in which the requirements for the use of land and building and development standards are prescribed.

Zoning Enforcement Officer: An employee of the Town of Ramseur authorized to enforce the provisions of this ordinance within the Town and its area of zoning jurisdiction.

Zoning Permit: A permit issued by the zoning enforcement officer or other duly authorized official of the Town of Ramseur certifying that the proposed use of land complies with the provisions of this ordinance.

Zoning Vested Right: A right pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-385.1 to undertake and complete the development and use of property under the terms and conditions of an approved site development plan.
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